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THE DEDICATION OF THE HASKELL ORIENTAL 
MUSEUM, JULY 2, 1896. 



The Haskell Oriental Museum was dedicated July 2, 1896, in 
connection with the Quinquennial Celebration. The exercises 
took place in the Convocation Tent at 3 : 00 p.m. The invocation 
was offered by Dean Eri B. Hulbert of the Divinity School. 
The choir of Sinai Congregation sang selections from the 
Hebrew Psalter. The building was formally presented to The 
University by Associate Professor George S. Goodspeed, repre- 
senting Mrs. Haskell. The president of The University accepted 
the building on behalf of the trustees of The University. The 
dedicatory address was delivered by Professor Emil G. Hirsch of 
The University, upon the subject " From the Rising to the Setting 
Sun." The prayer of dedication was made by the Reverend W. 
H. P. Faunce, D.D., of New York. 

In connection with the dedication a series of three oriental 
conferences were held to which invitations had been sent to the 
leading oriental scholars of the country. At 9 : 00 a.m. Professor 
David G. Lyon, Ph.D., of Harvard University, read a paper upon 
the subject, "A Half Century of Assyriology." At 1 1 : 00 a.m. 
Professor A. V. Williams Jackson, L.H.D., of Columbia Univer- 
sity, spoke on "The Ancient Persian Doctrine of the Future 
Life." At 2 : 00 p.m. Professor George Adam Smith, of Free 
Church College, Glasgow, read a paper upon "The Genius and 
Temperament of the Semitic Race." Discussions followed the 
reading of each of these papers. 

In connection with the dedicatory exercises the following 
messages were sent : 

(1) To Mrs. Caroline E. Haskell, 

Michigan City, Ind. 
Mr. Rockefeller, trustees, faculty, students, friends and visiting Oriental- 
ists send you greeting on this the day of the dedication of the magnificent 
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building provided by your generosity for the furtherance of oriental religious 
studies. We regret your necessary absence from us today, and hope that 
your life may be spared many years to see the results of your benefaction. 

(2) To Professor John Henry Barrows, 

Gottingen, Germany. 
Assembly convened to dedicate Haskell Oriental Museum sends greeting 
to The University's honored representative and eloquent apostle to India. 

The following cablegram of response was received from Pro- 
fessor Barrows : 

President Harper, 

Chicago. 
Greetings gratefully received. This golden week prophesies union of 
religion and science. Warmest patriotic congratulations to University. 

In the evening a dinner was given to the visiting oriental 
scholars in the rooms of the Quadrangle Club. In connection 
with it brief responses were made by Professor George Adam 
Smith, D. G. Lyon and A. V. Williams Jackson representing the 
visitors ; by Professor Samuel Ives Curtiss, of the Chicago 
Theological Seminary ; by the Reverend Theo. G. Soares, Ph.D., 
representing the younger Doctors of the Semitic Department, and 
others. A reception was held immediately afterward in honor 
of the visitors in the halls of Haskell Oriental Museum. 



THE PRESENTATION ADDRESS. 



By George S. G godspeed, 
The University of Chicago. 



It is two years ago today since the president of The Univer- 
sity made the first announcement, in his quarterly statement, of 
the gift of one hundred thousand dollars by Mrs. Caroline E. 
Haskell for the building which we dedicate today. Last year 
at this time the corner stone was laid with appropriate cere- 
mony. On that occasion we were honored with the presence of 
that gracious lady whose beneficent thought has ripened into 
the building of which, at this hour, we are so proud. It were a 
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most appropriate thing that she should be here with us today, 
and with her own hands deliver over to The University, to which 
she has entrusted so much hitherto, this new pledge of her con- 
fidence and regard. In her absence, our minds turn naturally 
to another, the orator of that former occasion, and it were fitting 
that he, the brilliant preacher and scholar, the friend of the 
generous donor, — he who has watched over the growth of this 
enterprise and encouraged it, who has followed this beautiful 
structure with constant interest, and who has appropriately 
called it, by reason of its graceful lines and beautiful pro- 
portions, " the lady among the buildings of The University," 
— it were fitting, I say, that he should be present on this cul- 
minating day to proffer to The University, on behalf of Mrs. 
Haskell, the completed structure. But Professor Barrows has 
left us for a season in fulfilling a mission which the same gener- 
ous friend has initiated, and which, we believe he will bring to 
splendid fruition. In his absence the duty has fallen to me, and 
I am deeply sensible of the honor which is thus conferred upon 
me. 

At the time when the gift of Mrs. Haskell was announced, 
there was dedicated another splendid building, the gift of a 
generous patron of The University, to be devoted to the cause 
of physical science. It is a long step from the brilliant, modern 
and intensely practical work of physics to what, to some, may 
seem the much more remote, scholastic, theoretical, and less 
immediately useful department of oriental study. But such was 
not the thought of the benefactor to whom we owe this build- 
ing. To her, the " light from the East " shines still with 
undiminished brightness upon our western science. It has 
seemed to her to be a service, not only to the cause of sound 
learning, but also to present day life and work, to provide here a 
temple for the service of that universal goddess of Truth, whose 
footprints may be followed and whose instructions sought in the 
Orient youth of the world as well as in the maturer and more 
complicated life of the Occident. In providing this build- 
ing it is the thought of Mrs. Haskell that oriental studies, 
important as they are in themselves, should find their center 
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and their greatest utility in their contributions to the better 
knowledge of the Divine Revelation contained in the Jewish and 
Christian Scriptures. How well and wisely has she discerned the 
signs of the times ! The Bible is a new book in the light of our 
new studies in oriental life, oriental philology, oriental history, 
oriental archaeology, and oriental religion. And who can deny 
that what contributes to our better understanding of the Divine 
Truth of the Holy Scriptures contributes in the most immediate 
and practical way to the progress of the world ? 

Mrs. Haskell presents this building to The University of 
Chicago in honor and in memory of her husband, Frederick 
Haskell, in token of which it is to bear the name of The Haskell 
Oriental Museum. Mr. Haskell was for years a resident of Chi- 
cago and was identified with its business interests. It is appro- 
priate, therefore, that The University of the city in which he lived 
should preserve a memorial of his useful life. And in this gift 
of the wife on behalf of her husband may we not see a further 
touch of beauty crowning this structure ; memories of the past, 
beautiful self-sacrifice, loyal affection reaching beyond the 
grave, coming to gather about this shrine of learning, adding to 
it the grace of hallowed associations ? 

I have the honor, Mr. President, to add that Mrs. Haskell has 
felt a constantly growing enjoyment in the contemplation of this 
gift as she has realized the care, the liberality, the ability, and the 
success which has characterized The University in the administra- 
tion of the trust which she has committed to it; and I, therefore, 
in her name, present to you at this time the keys of The Haskell 
Oriental Museum, expressing the earnest and sincere expectation 
of the giver that there will go forth from these halls enlighten- 
ment, inspiration, and guidance in that learning which has come 
from the East and which, culminating in the Book of Books 
and in the teachings and life of the Son of Man, will ever abide 
as our most precious possession. 
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THE ADDRESS OF ACCEPTANCE. 



By President W. R. Harper, 
The University of Chicago. 



We have come together as trustees, colleagues, students of 
The University of Chicago, and as friends of oriental and reli- 
gious learning, in order to perform the last act in a course of 
events which has extended over two years. 

The building which today is to be formally accepted, dedi- 
cated to the cause for which it was intended, and opened to the 
public, as has been said, is devoted to the cause of oriental and 
religious work. For the present the rooms on the lower floor 
have been set apart, with the consent of the donor, for general 
purposes. But in the near future the entire building will be used 
for the purpose for which it has been given. The north room 
on the first floor will be an Egyptological Museum ; the south 
room an Assyriological Museum. The second floor includes 
two large museum rooms which will be used for material which 
shall specially illustrate the writings of sacred Scripture, in other 
words, a Palestinian Museum. On this floor are located three 
lecture rooms and three offices. The north room of the third 
floor will be the library room, while the south room will serve as 
a museum of Comparative Religion. This floor includes also 
two lecture rooms and three offices. The building, with the 
museum materials which have now been arranged in it, has cost, 
in round numbers, $100,000. 

The circumstances connected with the giving of this money 
were most interesting. An effort was being made, at the time, 
to secure the sum of one million dollars before July 1, 1894, in 
order that the gifts pledged conditionally by Martin A. Ryerson 
and John D. Rockefeller might be secured. While progress had 
been made, the result was very uncertain. The summer season 
was coming on, and many whom we might have counted on had 
left the city. There still remained nearly $200,000 to complete 
the sum required. I remember distinctly a warm day about the 
first of June which the Secretary of the Board of Trustees and 
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myself had spent in the city from early morning until late in 
the afternoon without meeting success of any kind. No person 
upon whom we called was found at home As we were returning 
home it was suggested that perhaps our friend, Mrs. Caroline E. 
Haskell, who had before expressed great interest in the work, 
might be willing to assist in the work we were trying to 
accomplish. It was found that she had been considering very 
seriously the question of erecting a building upon the grounds of 
The University in memory of her husband, and in a few minutes 
she expressed her willingness to furnish the money for the erec- 
tion of such a building. It was this gift that made certain the 
securing of the million dollars. The building, therefore, impor- 
tant as it is in itself, means more than at first sight would appear. 
In securing this building The University at the same time secured 
$900,000, which, so far as one can see, would have been lost to 
The University but for Mrs. Haskell's timely help. 

It is a source of keen regret to all of us that the gracious 
and noble woman who places in our possession this important 
addition to the equipment of The University, is not present at 
these ceremonies. If she were here we should make an effort 
to express to her the feelings of gratitude which fill our hearts. 
In her absence we cannot do less than express as best we can 
these same feelings. 

In the many interviews which she has kindly accorded me I 
have come to understand, I think, the motive which prompted 
the gift. Her heart is full of love to God who has so providen- 
tially guided her life. Her mind is so occupied with the thought 
that men and women everywhere should know more about the 
revelation vouchsafed by this God to humanity ; her whole soul 
is so aglow with the contents of divine truth itself, that she 
makes this contribution to further the interests of a true under- 
standing of the true religion. She realizes, moreover, that this 
thought of relationship to God is universal ; that in the minds of 
men everywhere there has been effort to find the God whom we, 
the disciples of Jesus Christ, have learned to know from our 
Master. She would have all such efforts studied and analyzed in 
order that their contribution may be placed side bv side with the 
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great contribution of Christianity. Few women, I make bold to 
affirm, ever indicated a broader comprehension of modern truth 
and modern methods than has the woman whose name we desire 
to honor today. The gift has been prompted by an honest and 
sincere desire to benefit the human race, and the method of 
giving was as gracious as the thought which prompted it was 
broad. It came without restrictions of any kind. There have 
been many contributions to the cause of religion, but no single 
contribution was ever made with purer motive or deeper purpose. 
On behalf of the Trustees of The University I accept from 
Mr. Goodspeed, whom she has chosen to represent her on this 
occasion, the keys of Haskell Oriental Museum, and I promise 
on behalf of The Universitv that the building shall be sacredly 
set apart for the purpose indicated. 



